Economics

Mrs. Jones – Room 664
Polly.Jones@leusd.k12.ca.us
Lakeside High School (951) 253-7300

Course Description and Objectives

The content of the class will be based on the California State Standards for Economics. The course will cover various economic institutions and systems with a focus on the elements of the market economy. Students will study the basic principles of micro and macro economics as well as personal budgeting and finance. Current world issues will be discussed throughout the year and will be referenced and applied to our daily instruction.  Critical thinking skills, understanding cultural, economic, and political differences, and social interaction will all be a focus during this course.  This course is required for high school graduation and meets the UC/CSU Social Science requirements.

Course Outline

· Unit 1:An Introduction to Economics
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· Unit 2: Microeconomics: Supply & Demand
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· Unit 3: Practical Economics: Personal Finance
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· Unit 4: Microeconomics: Markets, Business Competition, Labor
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· Unit 5: Macroeconomics: The Nation’s Economy
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· Unit 6: The International Scene
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Materials

· Textbook: Economics: Today and Tomorrow.
· Supplemental Readings provided in class.

· Student Materials: colored pencils and pens, poster paper, portfolio folders.

Behavior Expectations
· Students will show respect for themselves and others. This includes respecting school property, personal property, and the learning environment. NO FOUL LANGUAGE PLEASE!
· No food or drink will be allowed in class except for bottled water. NO GUM.

· No personal electronic devices are allowed to be used in class (all cell phones, ipods, CD players, electronic games, etc. should be turned off, and put away).

· Students need to be in class, on time, everyday, ready to learn. This means having the appropriate materials and the appropriate attitude.

· Students that do not live up to these standards will face consequences set forth by the teacher, the school, and the district. This typically includes (but is not limited to) warnings, parent contact, discipline referrals, behavior contracts, and suspensions
Grading


90%-100%
A


80%-89%
B


70%-79%
C


60%-69%
D


  0%-59%
F
***WARNING:   NO ROUNDING!   You will need to consistently work hard enough to earn the grade you desire in this class and take advantage of extra credit when it is available.
Grades are based on performance from the following weighted categories:

Quizzes (each unit will include a few quizzes to check for understanding)
Tests (one major unit test will be given at the end of each unit of study)
Unit Portfolios (students will create portfolios for each unit that include all 

assignments related to that unit of study)

Homework (2-4 times per week depending on productivity in class), essays 

Projects (each unit will include a major project that will require research and 

preparation outside of class.), 

Final Exam (Students will take a comprehensive end of course exam).

Academic Responsibility

· Students are expected to be in class daily, on time, and ready to learn in order to succeed in this class.  Lakeside High School’s attendance policy will be strictly enforced.

· Students are expected to turn in quality work, on time. No late work will be accepted, except as allowed under the school’s attendance policy.

· While students may work together on many assignments, cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated – this includes copying other students’ assignments. Any party who is involved in such acts will receive a “0” on the assignment/test and parent and/or administrative contact will be made. 
Media Waiver

I occasionally show videos or portions of movies or documentaries in class for instructional purposes. The video content will be rated G, PG, or PG-13. Many documentaries or videos recorded from television are not rated but have only been selected because I deemed them appropriate and beneficial for my students. If you are comfortable with your child viewing the videos please initial the “Videos OK” line below and I will assume that you approve of your child watching instructional videos in my class. If not, your child will be offered an alternate assignment.
Parents/ Guardians
I am committed to helping every student learn (content standards as well as life lessons) however it takes parents, teachers, and students working together to allow students to reach their potential. Parental involvement and support for education is one of the most important factors that leads to student success in school. I encourage you to play an active role in your child’s education by monitoring homework, attendance, grades, and behavior. 

Please read the expectations for this course listed above, sign below, and have your student return the form as soon as possible. Please contact me with any questions or concerns at any time. Polly.Jones@leusd.k12.ca.us
__________________________
______ 
__________________________
______

Print Student Name


Date

Print Parent/Guardian Name
Date

_____________________________________
____________________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature
Vdeos OK ( I approve my child to view instructional videos in class) 
_____________

Parent Initials

