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system  of  government  in  which  a  written  
constitution  divides  the  powers  of  government  
between  a  central  (national  or  federal)  
government  and  regional  (state/local)  
governments.    

Each  level  of  government  has  its  own  set  of  
powers--creates  a  system  with  division  of  
powers.
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n Implied  Powers  – not  expressly  stated  but  are  
reasonably  suggested  or  implied  by  the  expressed  powers.  
They  are  required  to  carry  out  the  expressed  powers.

n The  power  to  draft  people  into  the  army  is  implied  by  the  power  to  
raise  an  army.

n Necessary  and  Proper  Clause  (Article  1,  Section  8)

n Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  make  all  laws  which  are  
“necessary  and  proper”  to  carry  out  their  expressed  powers.  

n AKA  the  elastic  clause because  it  allows  government  to  “stretch”  
its  powers.
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n States  become  territories  and  petition  Congress.

n Congress  must  pass  an  enabling  act
n After  Presidential  authorization,  people  of  the  territory  may  
draft  a  State  Constitution.

n Popular  vote  by  people  in  the  territory.
n Congressional  approval.  

n Congress  must  pass  an  act  of  admission and  the  
president  must  sign.
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certificates,  car  registrations,  etc.  

n Applies  only  to  civil  matters  – criminal  matters  are  
handled  by  extradition.

n “Full  Faith  and  Credit”  – each  state  must  
recognize  the  laws  and  legal  proceedings  of  the  
other  states.  

n Includes  marriages,  divorces,  birth  certificates,  death  
certificates,  car  registrations,  etc.  

n Applies  only  to  civil  matters  – criminal  matters  are  
handled  by  extradition.



Interstate  RelationsInterstate  Relations

n “Privileges  and  Immunities”  – states  
cannot  discriminate  unreasonably  against  
citizens  of  other  states

n Must  provide  all  services  but  can discriminate  
or  set  standards  for  college  tuition,  voting,  
certain  licenses,  etc.

n “Privileges  and  Immunities”  – states  
cannot  discriminate  unreasonably  against  
citizens  of  other  states

n Must  provide  all  services  but  can discriminate  
or  set  standards  for  college  tuition,  voting,  
certain  licenses,  etc.



Interstate  RelationsInterstate  Relations

n Extradition  – the  legal  process  by  which  
a  fugitive  is  returned  to  the  state  where  
they  committed  a  crime  to  face  justice.
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between  two  or  more  states  as  a  means  of  
settling  disputes  without  the  use  of  force.

n Congress  must  approve  the  compacts.

n Usually  used  to  deal  with  matters  like  water,  pollution,  
transportation,  vehicle  safety  and  licensing,  public  
universities,  etc.
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n Since  1789,  220  disputes  have  wound  up  in  
the  court  system.
n Boundary  issues  (1970…Arkansas  vs.  Tennessee)
nWater  issues  (Arizona,  California,  and  Colorado)
n Sewage  issues  (states  polluting   each  other)
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