Government (Jones)





Name ________________________

Unit 1 (Chapters 1-4, Pages 5-33, 35-61, 63-93, 95-119)

Period _____   Date _____________

Foundations of American Government 
Ch.1  “People and Government”


Ch. 2  “Origins of American Government”
Ch.3  “The Constitution”
 

Ch.4  “The Federal System”
Organize your unit assignments into a three-brad folder in the order in which they appear on this unit sheet, with this sheet being the first page.  Each unit portfolio should represent your highest quality effort.

1)  Essays:  Write a 1 paragraph essay for each of the following. Your essays should show your understanding of the topics in addition to the various theories of government, the three forms of government, the origins of our U.S. government, and how our government functions. Be sure to include terms and concepts from the unit as well as your personal opinion.
1.  What is the proper role of the government?  How should the government stand in relation to the     individual citizen?

2.  How did the events of September 11, 2001 change the landscape of decision making in the United States?  Have citizens become more involved in public life since then, or less involved?

3.  Explain what Jefferson meant when he asserted that “the tree of liberty must be refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants.”  What is the meaning of this statement for the current generation of Americans?
2)  Terms:  Complete the terms grid by finding a definition for each term and explaining what you think the significance or importance of the term is to the U.S. Government. 
1.
government


8. confederation


15.  separation of powers
2. public policy


9.  ratification



16.  checks and balances
3.
constitution


10.  Federalists


17.  elastic clause
4.
state



11.  Anti-federalists


18.  intersate compacts
5. sovereignty


12.  veto



19.  extradtition
6. unitary government

13.   amendments



7. federal government

14.   treaties




3)   Constitutional Timeline/Comic Strip: Select 10-12 major documents and events that contributed to the establishment of our U.S. Constitution. Include an illustration and a brief summary or explanation of each document or event.
4)  Current Events: (2) find two current events that relate to the major topics covered in the unit (powers of government, federal v. state power, Constitutional powers, etc.) Site your source, include the title of the article, and then write three short paragraphs that 1) summarize the main event in the article, 2) describe how the event relates to politics, public policy, or government, and 3) explain your personal opinion of the event. (See format on the website for help). 
5)   Handouts: worksheets, supreme court cases studies, video guides, class activities, etc.
6)   Notes:  class notes, book notes, etc.
7) Unit Questions: Select 10 of the following questions and answer them with thoughtful, complete sentences. You do not need to re-write the questions but indicate which number question you are answering. Quality responses will be several sentences or a small paragraph. Upload your answers to turnitin.com to our class section.
1. What is Thomas Hobbes view of the nature of human beings? Explain why you agree or disagree with his view.
2. Explain why is it virtually impossible to have a pure or direct democracy. What problems might arise in this type of system?
3. When the Declaration of Independence was written, what do you think was meant by the statement “All men are created equal” and how do you think this has changed today?

4. The Articles of Confederation contained several weaknesses. Why would the States purposefully create a weak government under the Articles? Why did Americans desire a stronger central government in the years following independence?
5. Compare and contrast the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan. Explain why the small states and large states disagreed on these. Who benefitted most from each plan?
6. Explain the power of judicial review and how it checks the power of the executive and legislative branches.

7. Identify three constitutional amendments adopted since the Bill of Rights that have made American government more democratic and explain how each has done so.

8. What would happen if the Constitution allowed state laws to have supremacy over federal laws?

9. What difficulties might arise if each state were not required to give full faith and credit to the public acts, records, or judicial proceedings of other states? Give examples.

10. Name one power that the Constitution denies to the states, and explain how the nation benefits from that restriction.

State Standards: 12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy. 

1. Analyze the influence of ancient Greek, Roman, English, and leading European political thinkers such as John Locke, Charles-Louis Montesquieu, Niccolò Machiavelli, and William Blackstone on the development of American government. 

2. Discuss the character of American democracy and its promise and perils as articulated by Alexis de Tocqueville. 

3. Explain how the U.S. Constitution reflects a balance between the classical republican concern with promotion of the public good and the classical liberal concern with protecting individual rights; and discuss how the basic premises of liberal constitutionalism and democracy are joined in the Declaration of Independence as "self-evident truths." 

4. Explain how the Founding Fathers' realistic view of human nature led directly to the establishment of a constitutional system that limited the power of the governors and the governed as articulated in the Federalist Papers. 
5. Describe the systems of separated and shared powers, the role of organized interests (Federalist Paper Number 10), checks and balances (Federalist Paper Number 51), the importance of an independent judiciary (Federalist Paper Number 78), enumerated powers, rule of law, federalism, and civilian control of the military. 

6. Understand that the Bill of Rights limits the powers of the federal government and state governments. 

