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Participating in Government 
Ch.16 “Political Parties”




Ch.17  “Elections and Voting”
Ch.18  “Interest Groups and Public Opinion”
 
Ch.19  “The Mass Media”
Organize your unit assignments into a three-brad folder in the order in which they appear on this unit sheet, with this sheet being the first page.  Each unit portfolio should represent your highest quality effort.

1) Essay:  Write a 1 paragraph essay for each of the following. Your essays should show your understanding of the topics in addition to the various theories of government, the three forms of government, the origins of our U.S. government, and how our government functions. Be sure to include terms and concepts from the unit as well as your personal opinion.
1.  Should the Electoral College be abolished?  Or should it merely be reformed?  If the latter, what changes can be recommended? Note that in two states, electoral votes are won at the level of each congressional district, with the two additional votes gong to the candidate who wins the most votes statewide.
2.  In the 1960 presidential debate between Kennedy and Nixon, television viewers overwhelmingly considered Kennedy the victor while radio listeners considered Nixon a narrow victor.  What does this evidence suggest about the impact of issues on elections?  Are today’s voters more critical consumers of the media?  How should a candidate devise an electoral strategy to balance personality and issues?

3.  Should voters be prevented from splitting their ticket?  Are there any benefits to split-ticket voting, for the voter or for the officeholders?

4.  Why have interest groups grown stronger as the parties have grown weaker?  Could this inverse relationship be changed, with both interest groups and parties growing more powerful?  Could interest groups and political parties both grow progressively weaker?

5.  Freedom of press has greater First Amendment protection than freedom of broadcasting.  To illustrate, cigarette advertisements are forbidden on radio and television but not in newspapers and magazines.  Are the two forms of media so different to justify this disparity in treatment?


6.  If most reporters hold liberal views, why hasn’t the American public become more liberal over the years?
2)  Terms:  Complete the Terms Grid by finding a definition for each term and explaining what you think the significance or importance of the term is to U. S. Government.
1. political party

2. coalition government

3. minor/third parties

4. partisan/bipartisan

5. precinct

6. gerrymandering

7. patronage

8. platform

9. political action committees

10. soft-money

11. suffrage

12. grandfather clause

13. poll tax

14. straight/split ticket voting

15. interest group

16. lobbying/lobbyists

17. incumbent

18. opinion polls

19. mass media

20. political socialization

21. libel
22.  trial balloon
3) Political Parties/ Candidates: we will look at various political parties and their platforms as well as a selection of current or recent candidates from the major parties. You may be required to complete research online, take notes, and participate in respectful discussion or debate.
4) 4 Ways to Nominate Candidates:  Divide a paper into 4 squares and label each with one of the methods of nomination (caucuses, nominating conventions, primary elections, and petitions). In each square give a brief description of the process, give a positive and a negative for each, and provide an illustration or visual representation. Include relevant terms.

5)   Current Events: Find 2 current events that pertain to our government structure or issues facing our federal government today. Either attach the articles or correctly site your sources. Write a paragraph on each of the following: a summary of the article, an explanation of what the article illustrates about the issue facing our government or society, and your personal opinion.
6)   Interest Group Project: Small group project. Form an interest group, write a platform, design a slogan/poster, create a one minute commercial to either perform in front of the class or record on video. See hand-out for more details.
7)   Activities: Gerrymandering, “Liberal or Conservative?”, Electoral College Map.
8)   Handouts: worksheets, video guides, class activities, etc.
9)   Notes:  class notes, book notes, etc.
10) Unit Questions: Answer the following questions with thoughtful, complete sentences. You do not need to re-write the questions. Quality responses will be several sentences or a small paragraph.
1. In what ways can the political parties both unify and divide the American people? Give examples of each.

2. What do you consider to be the three most important factors in determining party choice or identification?

3. Would you ever consider voting for a third party presidential candidate? Why or why not? What would be the benefits and drawbacks of casting your vote that way?

4. Suppose it is 1970 and you are testifying before Congress in favor of granting the vote to 18 years olds. What arguments would you present in order to make your case?

5. What were some of the methods used to disenfranchise African American voters and what impact do you think that had on the makeup of congress and the likelihood of passing civil rights legislation?

6. In what ways do you think the results would be different if all eligible voters cast votes? What if all eligible voters were required to vote?

7. How important is money in the campaign process? Should we limit campaign spending? Why or why not?

8. What do you consider to be the three most important factors in your own political socialization to this point and how have they shaped your political opinions?

9. Do you consider opinions polls to be accurate and important? Why or why not?

10. Do you think public opinion shapes the media or the media shapes public opinion? Explain and give examples.
12.3 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on what the fundamental values and principles of civil society are (i.e., the autonomous sphere of voluntary personal, social, and economic relations that are not part of government), their interdependence, and the meaning and importance of those values and principles for a free society. 

1. Explain how civil society provides opportunities for individuals to associate for social, cultural, religious, economic, and political purposes. 

2. Explain how civil society makes it possible for people, individually or in association with others, to bring their influence to bear on government in ways other than voting and elections. 

3. Discuss the historical role of religion and religious diversity. 

4. Compare the relationship of government and civil society in constitutional democracies to the relationship of government and civil society in authoritarian and totalitarian regimes. 

12.6 Students evaluate issues regarding campaigns for national, state, and local elective offices. 

1. Analyze the origin, development, and role of political parties, noting those occasional periods in which there was only one major party or were more than two major parties. 

2. Discuss the history of the nomination process for presidential candidates and the increasing importance of primaries in general elections. 

3. Evaluate the roles of polls, campaign advertising, and the controversies over campaign funding. 

4. Describe the means that citizens use to participate in the political process (e.g., voting, campaigning, lobbying, filing a legal challenge, demonstrating, petitioning, picketing, running for political office). 

5. Discuss the features of direct democracy in numerous states (e.g., the process of referendums, recall elections). 

6. Analyze trends in voter turnout; the causes and effects of reapportionment and redistricting, with special attention to spatial districting and the rights of minorities; and the function of the Electoral College. 

12.8 Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the influence of the media on American political life. 

1. Discuss the meaning and importance of a free and responsible press. 

2. Describe the roles of broadcast, print, and electronic media, including the Internet, as means of communication in American politics. 

3. Explain how public officials use the media to communicate with the citizenry and to shape public opinion. 

