John Stossel Goes to Washington

Video Guide

Segment 1

1) List some types of taxes. How long do we need to work each year to pay-off all the taxes?

2) Are you satisfied with the way our government uses our tax dollars? How do you think we could better manage our resources?

3) Do we owe Native Americans a debt for our past abuses? Why or why not? If so how should we re-pay our debts? How do you feel about Indian Gaming?
4) List some government services/what does the government provide for us? How does this increase the size of our government? What are the pros and cons of government services?
Segment 2

5) Who is most responsible for poor conditions in public housing (gov. or tenants)?

6) Why is the government inefficient at maintaining public housing? How do you think we could improve the “system”?

7) In what ways is private management of public housing or private business management of other services better for us as consumers and tax payers? Why/How?

Segment 3

8) In what ways does government slow the process of community service or charity groups? Why are such regulations in place and what purpose do they serve?

9) Do you think our government does an adequate job at providing services to our citizens? Why or why not? What are three changes you think would improve the system?

10) Do you believe there are any services that should not be handled by private businesses? Give examples and explain why or why not.

11) In what ways is it difficult to balance the needs of individuals with the overall public good? Does providing for the public good infringe on our individual freedoms? How should we decide what is fair?

